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OECD and urban development 

• Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), based in Paris 

• 34 members; developed market economies 

• Policy assessment and recommendations 

• OECD Urban Development Programme 

• OECD Roundtable for Mayors and Ministers 



National governments have a role 

• Metropoles are drivers of national 
economic growth - and green growth 

• Many responsibilities are shared among 
national, regional and city governments 

• National government sets framework 
conditions: boundaries, functions, finance, 
capacity. 



Local context matters 
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Examples of national intervention 

• Aligning strategies across levels of 
government: the City of Toronto Act 

• Focused investment programmes: 
Randstad urgency programme 

• Boundaries of metropolitan regions: the 
local government reform in Denmark and 
its impact on Copenhagen. 
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